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Corkey Gourley was named Springfield's First Citizen at the Springfield Chamber of Commerce awards ceremony Friday night at

Lane Community College.

First Gitizen Gourley

The insurance agent takes the Springfield chamber’s top honor

By ILENE ALESHIRE
The Register-Guard

SPRINGFIELD — Business
and community leaders in a
wide range of fields — from
medicine to eruise ships to auc-
tioneering — were honored Fri-
day night by the Springfield
Chamber of Commerce at its an-
nual awards banquet.

Corkey Gourley, who operates
a State Farm Insurance agency,
was named Springfield’s First
Citizen.

Gourley is a leader in his
industry both locally and na-
tionally, the chamber said. In
addition, he has had an impact
on the community as a major
organizer in the Mohawk Busi-
ness Neighbors, a past presi-
dent of the chamber, current
president of the Springfield Ro-
tary Club, and an elder in his
church, the awards selection
committee said.

Maurine Cate, CEQ of

McKenzie-Willamette Medical
Center wag namead Rnginess Per-

son of the Year.

“She has led innovations at
McKenzie-Willamette, including
the addition of cardiology ser-
vices and the Advanced Wound
Healing Center,” the chamber
said, adding that Cate recently
received the 2010 CEO Out-
standing Achievement Award
from Community Health Sys-
tems, the medical center’s par-
ent company.

Auctioneer Sid Voorhees was
honored as Distinguished Citi-
zen for what the chamber said
was his lifelong commitment to
Springfield. This includes a his-
tory of voluntarism and using
his business skills to ensure lo-
cal agencies receive “the best
bottom line results” in fundrais-
ing events, the award selection
committee said.

Royal Caribbean was named
Business of the Year for its
community support, emphasis
on employee satisfaction and
wellness, and job creation, the
chamber said. The cruise line's
CGatewav eall eenter will emnlov

more than 550 people by the
end of next month.

Willamalane Park and Recre-
ation District recéived the Pillar
of the Community Award for an
“over 70-year involvement in the
community, and continual im-
provement of services to ben-
efit the people of Springfield
and beyond” the awards com-
mittee said.

The Springfield chamber’s
staff presented Cornerstone
Awards to four people in recog-
nition of their support: former
University of Oregon President
Richard Lariviere; Dwight Dzi-
erzek, Northwest Community
Credit Union; Shirley Colling-
wnnd. Boresha: and Philin Far-

rington, Sacred Heart Medical
Center at RiverBend.

Collingwood also was named
Greeter of the Year by the
Springfield Greeters, the cham-
ber’s networking committee, for
her support of the committee
and for bringing the Greeters
State Convention to Springfield
last year.

As part of the annual event,
which was attended by about
250 people, students who re-
cently attended a new workshop
at the chamber spoke about
their experiences.

The Springfield Leadership
Workshop included presenta-
tions from local community
leaders. It is designed to pro-
vide information about leader-
ship opportunities.

Chamber board President Co-
sette Rees said participants in
the program are “our leaders
of today and tomorrow” and
that the three half-day sessions
allowed them “to hear directly
from some of our community's
hest examnles of leadershin”



